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ON A SUPPOSED NEW SPECIES AND SOME VARIETIES 

OF GOUliA. 



1*.Y ERNST HARTERT. 



CURIOUSLY coloured and somewhat small Gourrt was Ion ml among a lot of 



Arfak trade-skins. Roth Mr. Rothschild and 1 were inclined to think that, 
it was merely an extraordinary variety of (lou.va coronatct Linn. Some of our fric-nds, 
however, were of opinion that we had got a good new species, and Messrs. R. Rowdier 
Sharpe and Ogilvie Grant of the Rritish .Museum, when asked for their opinion, said 
that they could not regard the specimen as an abnormal variety, hut rather believed 
it to be an undescribed species. 1, therefore, think it best to describe the bird in 
(juestion as follows: — 



( ieneral colour above and below cinereous, darker and almost slate-grey on the 
rump and upper tail-coverts, lighter and more like “ pearl-grey (Ridgw., Xomc?icl. 
('of., Rl. ii., fig. 20) on the crest, which has the same form as that of Q. coronnta. 
Lores and a broad ring round the eye of short soft black feathers. A band across the 
back, formed of the tips of the feathers, which have slate-grey bases and tips of the 
upper wing-coverts of a tint between tawny oehraceous and ochraceous rufous of 
Ridgway (Xmitencl. Col . , Rl. v., figs. 4 and 5), and entirely different from the deep 
chestnut of the same parts in 0 . coronata, which, even when bleached, could liardlv 
become anything like this colour, diva ter upper wing-coverts and secondary quills 
whitish grey, darker at base. Primaries slate-colour, paler along the shaft. Rect rices 
slaty grey, lighter cinereous close to the shaft, and with a broad cinereous band at the 
tip. Under wing- and tail-coverts slaty grey. Rill and feet in skin of a liglil 
yellowish or brownish colour. Rill, 4*5 cm. ; wing, o4 cm. (=lU t inches); tail* 
25 cm. ; tarsus, 9 cm.; middle toe with claw. 7 cm. 

I fab . Dutch New Guinea. Arfak Region. 

The reason why we wen* at first so very doubtful as to the speeitic value of this 
bird, and which makes us still hesitate, though it was desirable to describe it in anv 
case, is the existence of some obvious varieties in the bring Museum, which show that 
variation not seldom occurs in (l. cnroaala . 

One of them is entirely like topical specimens, hut the primaries the >eries of 
the greater wing-coverts, some of the smaller wing-coverts, most of the under wing 
coverts, and a few feathers on the belly are snoa'-a'hite. 

'I’he other, mo.4 interesting specimen, is above and below bluish cinereous, much 
like (l. ciuerca, but somewhat more bluish, and the longest upper tail-coverts have 
kept their usual colour. 'Hie wings and the tail are of a curious delicate lavonder- 
buir colour; the crest is very pale, say cinereous huff ; the ling of short feathers round 




l. Goura cinerea sp. nov. 



the eve pah' brown instead of Mark ; feet ] »ale brown. The band across tin* back 
and the tips of the witig-eo verts are of the same deep chestnut as usual in 
( r. corona t<*. 



2. Goura beccarii Snlvad. 



We have specimens of this rare Goura from Humboldt Hay, where it was 
originally described from, as well as from Konst ant in biifeu, Herman New Guinea. 
They are <juite similar to each other, or at least the two specimen* from Konstan- 
tin hufen, collected by .1. Kubarv, have only a t fittingly longer crest, but they do not 
yet show the characters peculiar, according to Dr. A 15. .Meyer, to his Goura beccarii 
h aota'nsis, from the lluon Gulf, still farther eastwards. (Ff. Urn. Monutsbet\ } vol. i.. 
pp. (>5-G7.) 



MoNG a number of birds collected iu fosta Rica by .Mr. (\ 1 Underwood, the 



Tring .Museum received a fine series of that rare humming bird Sebtsphoms 
jhntumila Salvia. The type of this species is the only example oi it in the British 
.Museum. It is, unfortunately, an immature male, and Mr. Calvin, who compared 
one of our birds with his type, agrees with me on this point. The immaturity of the 
specimen caused not only an incomplete description, but also the placing of the 
species in a wrong section of the genus in the key to the species in Cut . V>\, xvi., 
p. 392. and in the Bioluyia Cent rati Americana (Jm, vol. ii., p. 357). as the adult 
male has distinctlv elongated lateral gular feathers, and in Mr. Sabin's kev to the 
species of Selasphorns it would best be placed behind or before S. lurridus f with 
which species it agrees very much, except in the entirely different colour of the throat 
and the length of wing. 

A description of the male and female appeared in the same year as vol. xvi. 
of the CataUajoe of Birds, in 1892 , in Boucard's Genera of Ilntnvu n<) Birds , a 
work which appears together with Boucard's Ila minlny Bird , and of which, until 
now, 250 pages, t renting of 354 species, are published; hut that description is also 
rather short and not very detailed, so that a description from mv series may not 
he unnecessary. 

Adult Mall (Baida** de Irazu. January, in perfect plumage). — Above dark 
bronzy green. Uppermost chin, lores, and a line of feathers under the eye cinnamon- 
rufous. Kar-eoverts mixed deep blackish brown and rufous. Throat of a very peculiar 
kind of dark raspberry-red, with a singular dull metallic gloss. Lateral gular feathers 
broadly elongated over t ho white sides of the nock. All gular feathers blackish at 
base, and with a rufous hand between the base and the large glossy tip. Feathers of the 
bread and side* of neck while, blackish at ha^e. Feathers of sides of breast and thinks 
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J. Selasphorus flammula Salvin. 




